INTRODUCTION
This report was written to provide the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE's) Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) with an idea of how the American public views various transportation, energy, and environmental issues.
The data presented in the third edition of this report have been drawn from multiple sources: surveys conducted by the Opinion Research Corporation (ORC) 1 for the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) that are commissioned and funded by EERE, Gallup polls, news organization polls, surveys conducted by independent groups and academic institutions, and other sources. Most of the surveys are telephone interviews conducted with randomly selected national samples of adults 18 and older (some were done via the Internet). The surveys use national samples, and the sample size is noted, wherever it is available. The surveys were selected based on their relevance to this overall topic.
The Consumer Views on Transportation and Energy report consists of four sections, including the introduction (Section 1). Section 2 examines public concern about U.S. dependence on imported oil and public assessment of the energy situation in the United States. Section 2 also examines public beliefs about actions to address energy problems, as well as actual and perceived effects of gasoline prices on individuals and households.
Section 3 analyzes what Americans think about alternative fuels such as electricity, ethanol, hydrogen, and other fuel types. Section 4 focuses on conventional and advanced-technology vehicles. In this report, advanced-technology vehicles include hybrid-electric and diesel vehicles. Section 4 also analyzes owners' decisions about purchasing more fuel-efficient vehicles and advanced-technology vehicles. The new Gallup polls were conducted throughout 2005. ORC and Gallup asked some of the same energy and environment questions during the past several years. The latest results have been added to the prior ones to show the most current opinions and trends during the past several years.
In this edition of Consumer Views on Transportation and Energy
The report also features new questions from both ORC and Gallup. These 2005 surveys examined "hot" topics such as gas-price increases, environmental issues, and vehicle-purchase preferences.
ENERGY, OIL, AND POLICY
Public opinion polls reveal that the U.S. public perceives the country's energy situation as a serious issue (Table 2.1.1). This section examines the public's assessment of the energy situation, actual and perceived effects of gasoline prices on driving, and public beliefs about actions to address energy problems.
PUBLIC ASSESSMENT OF THE ENERGY SITUATION
Q2.1.1: How serious would you say the energy situation is in the United States -very serious, fairly serious, or not at all serious? March 2004  49  47  1  3  March 2003  56  40  1  3  March 2002  48  49  1  2  March 2001  60  36  1  3  November 1978  45  41  4  10 
ACTUAL AND PERCEIVED EFFECTS OF GASOLINE PRICES ON DRIVING
Among those who responded to questions related to this section, it was clear that increases in gas prices affect driving habits and lifestyle traits. This is consistent with data showing that when gasoline prices are lower, people tend to use their vehicles more; and conversely, when gasoline prices increase, driving declines ( 
PUBLIC BELIEFS ABOUT ACTIONS TO ADDRESS ENERGY PROBLEMS
When it comes to opinions regarding priorities for the United States, protecting the environment and developing U.S. energy supplies are nearly equal in the minds of respondents. This trend was supported in surveys conducted by two different groups. (Tables 2.3 .2 and 2.3.3).
Q2.3.1:
Which of the following approaches to solving the nation's energy problems do you think the United States should follow right now:
Emphasize production of more oil, gas, and coal supplies OR Emphasize more conservation by consumers of existing energy supplies. 
Q2.3.2:
With which one of these statements about the environment and energy production do you most agree:
Protection of the environment should be given priority, even at the risk of limiting the amount of energy supplies (such as oil, gas, and coal), which the United States produces OR Development of U.S. energy supplies (such as oil, gas, and coal) should be given priority, even if the environment suffers to some extent. 
Q2.3.3:
Right now, which one of the following do you think should be a more important priority for this country: protecting the environment or developing new sources of energy? Q2.3.4: Do you favor or oppose relaxing some environmental standards to increase oil and gas production in the United States? 
Q3.1.5:
Why did you say hydrogen would be the best fuel for use in personal vehicles when gasoline is no longer available? 
Q3.1.7:
Why did you say ethanol would be the worst fuel for use in personal vehicles when gasoline is no longer available? 
CONVENTIONAL, MORE FUEL-EFFICIENT, AND ADVANCED-TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES
Section 4 focuses on vehicle owners and the decisions they make about their vehicles. It consists of three sections that encompass survey data on owners' decisions about their conventional (i.e., gasoline) vehicles, as well as more fuel-efficient and advanced-technology vehicles.
VEHICLE OWNERS' DECISIONS ON CONVENTIONAL VEHICLES
Q4.1.1: Which of the following attributes would be MOST important to you in your choice of your next vehicle? (closed-ended) In-market car buyers were asked about their views toward sport utility vehicles (SUVs). 
VEHICLE OWNERS' DECISIONS ABOUT MORE FUEL-EFFICIENT VEHICLES

Q4.2.1:
Suppose that the next vehicle you've decided to buy offers an option of better fuel economy, but at a higher price. The savings in fuel costs would pay back the higher price over time. How soon, in years, would the fuel savings have to pay back the additional cost to persuade you to buy the higher fuel-economy option? 
Q4.2.2:
How much more would you be willing to pay for the vehicle that gets 10% better fuel economy than for the vehicle you currently drive? Version A: The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 10 stations. Which would you most likely buy?
Version B: The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 5 stations. Which would you most likely buy?
Version C: The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 3 stations. Which would you most likely buy? 
A
The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one, but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 10 stations.
30 4
B
The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one, but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 5 stations.
62 36 3
C
The optional engine costs the same as the conventional one, but gets 50% more miles per gallon. However, the fuel it requires is sold only at 1 in 3 stations.
53 4
Source: ORC for NREL (2000d), Study No. 70920, N=111
VEHICLE OWNERS' DECISIONS ABOUT ADVANCED-TECHNOLOGY VEHICLES
Hybrid-Electric Vehicles Q4.3.1: There are some vehicles in the U.S. market today that have hybrid-electric powertrains that combine an electric motor and a gasoline engine to achieve a higher fuel economy than similar-sized vehicles. Please name one of these hybrid vehicles, if you can. 
Q4.3.4:
When you buy or lease your next vehicle, will the car's gas mileage be a more important consideration for you that it has been in the past, or will it not be any more important to you? 
Q4.3.7:
Assume that a new vehicle you want to buy has two engine options that are equally clean, dependable, powerful, odorless, and smooth running. One uses gasoline and the other uses diesel fuel and gets 40% more miles per gallon but costs $2,000 more. Which engine option would you buy? Would you say you definitely will buy it, you would be very likely to buy it, you would be likely to buy it, you would be not likely to buy it or you definitely won't buy it? ------------------------------- H.H. Size Children In H.H.
-------------------------$25K-$35K-$50K-$75K
Dual --------------------------------- 17%  23%  19%  20%  15%  17%  16%  16%  20%  17%  19%  20%  19%  14%  14%  22%P 20%   Drive less  106  22  3  23  16  23  33  17  31  57  53  51  37  24  10  27  28  41  11%  13%C  4%  14%C  9%  10%  9%  12%  9%  11%  9%  13%  13%  12%  11%  9%  11%  12%   Only make necessary  78  13  9  12  21  12  31  11  29  37  50  27  16  16  6  28  15  27  trips/Don't drive unless  8%  8%  10%  7%  12%F  5%  8%  7%  8%  7%  9%  7%  6%  8%  6%  10%  6%  8%  have to   Consolidate trips/errands  38  7  3  6  3  14  14  7  11  20  21  18  12  11  0  10  10  19  4%  4%  3%  3%  2%  6%E  4%  5%  3%  4%  4%  4%  4%  6%  0  3%  4%  6%O   Car pool  22  2  0  7  4  7  12  0  5  16  10  12  6  7  3  2  7  10  2%  1%  0  4%  2%  3%  3%  0  2%  3%H  2%  3%  2%  4%  3%  1%  3%  3%P   Don't travel  18  4  3  1  3  2  7  2  6  10  8  9  6  2  4  7  5  2  2%  2%  4%  1%  2%  1%  2%  1%  2%  2%  1%  2%  2%  1%  4%R  2%  2% 
